a) Yes, I have even visited some campuses already including University of Delaware, Princeton, UPenn, and MIT. They were unofficial tours, however, I was just trying to get a feel for the differences in college campuses and see what they were like. 
b) Yes and like I said in a) we have visited some.
c) I am already planning to go to New York a week from Friday to visit a few colleges there that I have on my list. I also already have plans to visit some schools in Washington DC soon after that. 
d) I think seeing the actual buildings in person and just seeing what the college emphasizes and finds important are things I hope to find out.
e) 
